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Research objectives

Improving soil fertility by increasing adoption and
scaling up of soil fertility management (SFM) tech-
niques through:

> Identifying the reasons for poor adoption of SFM
practices and understanding the socio-cultural
context,

> assessing the effects of new organic resource
management techniques designed by farmers
and researchers,

> designing the communication with and amongst
farmers, and evaluating the socio-economic set-
tings for the adoption of SFM,

> recommendations to extension services, farmer
organizations, and private sector actors, for a
better adoption of SFM practices, and

> to community representatives, policy makers and
donors to adapt regulations and communication
strategies.
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Expected scientific contributions

> New methods for participatory on-farm and com-
munity related research.

> New comprehensive ways of interdisciplinary
cooperation.

> Peer reviewed publications.

) Insights on the interplay of agronomy, social con-
text and communication on soil fertility.

> Cross country exchange of knowledge and expe-
riences.
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Development relevance
> Enhanced adoption of SFM improves yields and
food security.

> Collaboration with community, extension servic-
es, radio stations and mass media on targeted
radio programs based on research results.

> Adaptation of regulations impeding soil fertility
management.

Y Information to the donor community to adapt
their approach.



